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The Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek publishes The Caller monthly (with the exception of July and
August). If you have an item to contribute, please email it to secretary@plumcreekchurch.com or
place it in The Caller mailbox in the church office. To submit a newspaper or magazine article to be
reprinted in The Caller, include the name and date of the newspaper or magazine where the article was
originally published. The deadline for all articles is the 15th of the month. Please provide
submissions in computer-ready (WORD 2002 or text) format when possible. Thanks!

Church Address:

Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek
550 Center-New Texas Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15239

Office Phone Number:

(412) 793 – 4525

E-mail Address:

secretary@plumcreekchurch.com

Office Hours:

Monday – Thursday,
7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Pastor

Allan Drake

Director of Youth Ministries

Heather McGarvey

Director of Christian Education

Justin Pearl

Business Administrator

Kathy Kirk

Worship Services

Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

Sunday School Classes

Sundays 8:45 a.m.

March 2011
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Let's get to know each other....deeply!
Thoughts for the month of September by Pastor Allan
Have I told you how excited I am to be in your midst?! Each
and every day our family is feeling more and more
comfortable about being a part of the fellowship! While
we've only been here a few short weeks, we feel like we are
already getting to know you! First I want to thank you for
your grace and understanding regarding my limitations of
"name recognition"! Recently a couple from the Church had
our family over to their home for a yummy dinner and a
chance to get to know each other. We love invitations to
come into your home to discover who you are in a more personal way!
I really enjoyed the fellowship opportunities that we had at the pavilion in recent weeks! First the food that
everyone brought and our team prepared was incredible. I got a sense just from the wonderful food that
everyone prepared that we are a people who deeply love the Lord and one another, and we want to bring our
very best to the table! It's not that I was expecting crab-legs and caviar at our meals; it's the care that seemed
to come along with each dish that impressed me! Last week I had the opportunity to lead the Hymn-Sing! I
invited a good friend and keyboardist Dr. Frank Novasack Jr. to participate with me. We had such a fun time
singing songs like "The Old Rugged Cross", "What a friend we have in Jesus" and "I'll Fly away." In between
songs my three year old son Aaron treated us to more popular songs like "Cheeseburgers in Paradise!" This
past Saturday morning I attended the Men's Bible Study which meets weekly in the fellowship hall. I arrived
around 7:50 am and enjoyed a hot cup of tea and a fresh donut that Brother Larry brought! We talked about
our delight with the Pirates winning season and the various antics that go on at Steelers' Tailgate gatherings!
Afterwards we made our way to fellowship hall, gathered around a table, broke out our worn-but-mightyBibles and began a discussion that centered on Trusting God when "No" is sometimes the answer that we
receive. Men around the table opened up about their own faith and honest doubts. We finished the morning
with hugs, prayers, and encouragement to stay in our walks with the Lord. What a great way to begin a
Saturday!
All these thoughts which I have mentioned have a common theme......Fellowship. We are Better
Together Plum Creek! Right away what you will find out about me as your new Pastor is that I'm not interested
in making any power grabs or necessarily getting my own way. I'm not interested in trying to convince you that
I thoroughly know my Greek and Hebrew. One of the things that matters most to me is not that we agree
on every issue but that standing on the foundation of Faith in Jesus Christ, we build a Kingdom on
Earth that resembles the Biblical Community of Faith and Fellowship that we read about in Acts 2: 4247. One of my major goals initially and in total will be to help Plum Creek build a Biblical Community that
functions in a healthy, appealing way. You will find that while I am not perfect, I am a man of sincerity and
transparency. What you see is what you get. I also am a man who will put himself out there, warts and all with
the hope that you will return the favor! (Put yourself out there warts and all!) People in our world are looking
for a place of acceptance, honesty, and sincerity. Our call isn't to be "Religious People" but people who
recognize their self-worth and need for self-refinement in the image of Christ. I pray that Plum Creek becomes
an even deeper place of true Biblical Fellowship and that we might grow into a more deeply rooted people of
God while the world looks on, is intrigued at what it sees, and wants a taste!
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BAPTISMS

BIRTHDAYS
September 3
September 4

Carolyne Ressler
Maronee Delo

If you know anyone who is 70 or older,
please let the church office know.

Todd Mayo
Austin Craig Workman
Colin Ryan Laing
Liliana Rose Devine

June 2, 2013
June 16, 2013
August 11, 2013
August 18, 2013

DEATHS
We don’t want to miss anyone.
Margaret Klein
Adamay Williams

May 16, 2013
July 7, 2013

Sunday, October 6th at 10 am
While Pastor Allan and his family have nicely settled in with us here at Plum Creek, the
Presbytery will be participating with us in morning worship on Sunday October 6 in a more formal
installation service! More details will be coming!

Hello friends! My name is Heather McGarvey and I am very excited to be joining this church
family as the new director of Youth Ministries.
I am a student at Duquesne University and I am half way through my Master’s degree in oboe
performance. I grew up in the small town of Cochranton PA, lived in Fredonia NY for five years
during my undergraduate degree and I’m now enjoying living in Pittsburgh. Although my degree
often places me in a more formal concert setting, I am happiest being outside while working,
playing games, getting dirty and sweaty and hiking until I can’t walk anymore.
For the past seven years I have been involved in youth
ministry and I believe with all my heart that teens
passionately in love with God can renew their schools,
transform cities, and change the world. Youth are
essential to the body of Christ and it is my prayer that as
we seek God together, the young people of this church will
truly be an example to the believers in the areas of speech,
life, love, faith, and purity (1 Timothy 4:12).
I’m excited to see all that God is going to do in and
through us as His people and I feel so blessed to be able
to minister here at Plum Creek Presbyterian Church.
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Don't let anyone look down on you
because you are young, but set an
example for the believers in
speech, in life, in love, in faith and
in purity.
~1 Tim 4:12
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This year the Deacon’s will again be participating in the
Operation Christmas Child shoe box drive. In
November 2012 we exceeded our goal by donating 110
boxes, therefore when planning for 2013; the Deacon’s
will prayerfully consider raising the challenge to 125
boxes. How can you help? It’s never too early to pick
up a few shoe box gifts during while checking out endof-summer sales and school shopping. Be on the
lookout for small items that can be saved for the
upcoming campaign. Then when the November
campaign starts, you can fill an extra box or two. And as always continue to pray for the
multitudes of children whose communities be opened to all the opportunities of Samaritan’s
Purse and for all the local volunteers who serve this cause.

Sunday September 22, 2013
8 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Call Pat to make an appointment (724) 980—4402
or sign up in the Narthex on Sunday August 25, September 1, 8,
or 15th
Things you should know about donating blood:
 Our affiliation is with the Central Blood Bank (CBB)
 CBB must see 500 donors each day to keep up with need
 CBB supplies blood products to at least 40 hospitals in
Western PA
 Donated blood has a shelf life of only 42 days
 The donation process is quick, easy and painless
Somebody needs blood today!

from Dolane Adams for all the sympathies
expressed upon the death of her mother through cards, calls and visits.

for the heartfelt sympathy expressed through,
phone calls, cards , food, prayers and hugs as my family and I struggled with losing my 91 year
old dad. I wish you all could have known him better for he extended grace to all he met.
~ Sandy Cole and family
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Friends in Christ –
This is a belated note of thanks for all your expressions of kindness as I concluded my time in ministry at PCPC. Don
and I were overwhelmed by your generosity and as we prepared to embark on a new chapter, we were strengthened
by your prayers. The quilt was such a wonderful surprise and the contributed gift was a blessing. Words cannot
express the depth of gratitude I owe to the congregation at PCPC; I am a better pastor for the time that we shared with
one another. I thank you most of all for that gift.
As you move forward, we will see one another again. It is a promise of the Lord that those who are in His flock will
dwell together with Him forever. I am most grateful to the Lord for allowing me to know so many more of those with
whom I will be worshipping Him for all eternity.
Now…may the Lord bless you and keep. May the Lord cause his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you. May
the Lord turn His countenance toward you and give you peace! Amen
~Pastor Brenda

September 13-15, 2013, are the dates for our Church family to come to Camp Crestfield in Slippery
Rock, Pennsylvania to enjoy the beautiful orange and gold fall foliage.
The first session lead by Rev. John Welch, will be 8-9pm on Friday while small children are being
entertained in Harold’s Room. Teenagers will be included in all the adult conferences. The
evening will conclude with fellowship, games and lots of snacks.
After breakfast on Saturday there will be a second session for the adults and teenagers from 911am. In the meantime, small children can enjoy games outdoors or in Harold’s Room. At noon,
we will come together for a delicious lunch in the dining hall followed by scarecrow building,
apple cider making with an old fashioned wooden cider press, wall climbing or high ropes course,
archery, and canoeing (WEATHER PERMITTING). A hay ride will conclude the afternoon. Others
may choose to walk in the woods, shop at the Grove City Outlet Mall, or maybe even take a nap.
Dinner will be around 5 PM, followed by a short session for the adults and teenagers with small
children watching a video in Harold’s room. Later there will be toasting marshmallows over the
fire, making s'mores or watching videos in Harold’s Room.
After breakfast on Sunday morning, adults and teenagers will have another brief session while the
small children have crafts/DVD followed by a combined worship service in the large conference
room. Finally, at noon, we will have lunch and then pack up to head home by 2PM. It will be a
weekend of great fun, spiritual renewal, fellowship, Bible study and getting to know your fellow
church members better. Please take time out of your busy schedules and join us for all or
whatever part of the weekend you can manage.
Camp Crestfield is our Presbytery's Camp, supported by your mission giving so if you haven't
been up to enjoy the facilities, come up on September 13-15, 2013, to see what is available. It
takes about 1 to 1 1/2 hours to drive to Crestfield. Come enjoy our gracious God's gift of the
beautiful outdoors on September 13-15, 2013 at Camp Crestfield! If you are unable to stay for the
whole weekend, please consider coming up for the fun filled activities on Saturday.
A completed registration form plus the deposit of $20 per person is due NOW. Final deadline for
full payment is August 31, 2013. Costs including those for lodging or meals only plus the
registration form are attached. Please send your deposit to me or the church office.
Call Carolyne Ressler at (412) 793-9686 if you have any questions.
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Plum Creek Church Fall Festival Costs
Camp Crestfield – September 13-15, 2013
Scott Lodge - single occupancy, 2 nights + 5 meals, towels & bedding
Adult

$110

Scott Lodge - double occupancy, 2 nights + 5 meals, towels &
bedding
Adult 13 and up
$70
Child 6 –12 ½ adult rate
Child 0 – 5
free

Scott Lodge - triple occupancy, 2 nights + 5 meals, towels & bedding
Adult 13 and up
$59
Child 6-12 ½ adult rate
Child 0-5
free

Meals for those not staying overnight
Adult
Breakfast
$6.75
Lunch``
$8.50
Dinner/Sunday Lunch $9.50
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Kids ages 6-12
$3.50
$4.50
$5.50
-

-

-

-

-

-

Kids 5 and under free

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Plum Creek Church Fall Festival Registration form
Camp Crestfield – September 13-15
Name ___________________ Phone ________________ Email ________________________
Address:_____________________________________________________________________
# Adults ______ # Children _____ Children's Ages __________________________________
Lodgings:
[ ] Scott Lodge # Nights ________ # Occupancy________
Meals only: Saturday [ ] Breakfast [ ] Lunch [ ] Supper
Sunday
[ ] Breakfast [ ] Lunch
Saturday Activities [ ] Scarecrow building [ ] Apple Cider pressing
[ ] Canoeing
[ ] Wall Climbing [ ] Hayride
[ ] Grove City Outlet Mall [ ] Hike
[ ] Archery
[ ] High Ropes Course
Deposit Paid $______________

Date paid ________________

Final payment $ _____________

Date paid ________________
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Sunday School is 8:45am to 9:45am
All are welcome! There are classes for all ages!
The Religious Education Committee and I are preparing for a fantastic year of Sunday school with
some great new opportunities. I am very happy to be a new part of Plum Creek's fantastic team of
religious educators and look forward to getting to know both the congregation and the students
better over the coming months.
This year we will be holding traditional classes for all ages, as well as an exciting newly developed
rotational curriculum for the toddler-2nd Grade classes (a special thanks to Meredith for her hard
work on this program is certainly well-deserved). There, students will not only learn key narratives
of the Christian faith, but they will get to experience these stories from a new perspective every
week for a month; story-time, arts and crafts, games, film, books, and music are just some of the
many styles of teaching that will be brought to these biblical stories. The Religious Education
Committee and I look forward to an amazing year of learning and fun, and hope to see you there.
Sincerely,
Justin
Director of Christian Education
Classes include:
Toddlers* Rotational Curriculum
Preschool Rotational Curriculum
Kindergarten Rotational Curriculum
1st -- 2nd Rotational Curriculum
3rd -- 5th We Believe
6th -- 8th TBD
9th -- 12th TBD
Adult Class is a Scripture-Based Discussion

*A parent should be present to assist their young student.
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COMING SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
We will once again be traveling to West Virginia to help Johnny Whitehair with his Storehouse
outreach. The Storehouse of God is a Christian outreach organization based on Bertha Hill, near
Osage, West Virginia. Their goal is to help the lost and hurting people in local communities by
meeting their physical and spiritual needs.
We will help Johnny out by doing everything from organizing books to knocking
down chimneys or putting up drywall. If you’re a warm body, Johnny will find a job
just for you!
Be sure to sign up on the sheet posted on the mission bulletin board at the top of the steps, so
that we pack enough lunches for everyone.
Then meet us in the parking lot at 6:30 AM on Sept. 28th with a willing heart and a desire to serve.

After hearing Sam Shaneyfelt's message on June 23, we know that we are entrusted with the
spiritual growth of the children in this church -teaching them, mentoring them, praying for them,
encouraging them, and loving them.
You may have noticed pictures of several young children on the walls of our nursery on the lower
level of the building. If you would like to have your child's, grandchild's, niece/nephew's, or
neighbor child's picture on the walls of Plum Creek's future, please put a picture (any size) with
the child's full name and birthdate in the Mission mailbox in the church office. If you have a
favorite Bible verse include it, otherwise we will attach a Biblical verse pertaining to God's love for
our children.

What a blessing we have this year. We now have a full time pastor who is energizing us and
providing leadership and guidance for the foreseeable future. What a great day in the Kingdom!
This is “A New Beginning”.
Our Per Capita giving is down this year so a friendly reminder, the Per Capita is $26.00 for 2013.
The envelope may have been thrown away but any envelope will do, just mark Per Capita on the
front. Feedback on the new monthly system is appreciated.
Those that participated in the Dave Ramsey, Financial Peace University course last year are
starting a support group in September.
Please be prayerful for the upcoming 2014 Stewardship Campaign: “A New Beginning”. Expect a
letter in the near future for your gift to Plum Creek.
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Friends –
It is time to begin the process of electing new officers for our church. It is an exciting time as we begin to
look forward with new vision and new purpose. AND – this is a time when the congregation has their
largest input.
The Nominating Committee is the only standing committee of the congregation. (Other committees are
formed via Session and for Session-designated purposes.) As such, the Nominating Committee is looking
for your nominations for individuals to the Session (Elders), the Board of Deacons, and the 2014
nominating committee members.
On the reverse side of this insert is a place for you to nominate those individuals whom you feel would
represent you in the work of The Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek. Be sure to sign your nomination
form to validate the nomination. Put these forms in the envelopes which members of the nominating
committee will have available in the rear of the sanctuary to ensure your nominations get to the
Nominating committee for full review.
Gift and requirements of Elders: Should be persons of faith, dedication and good judgment. Their manner
of life should be a demonstration of the Christian gospel, both within the church and in the world. (Book
of Order G-6.0303)
The Ministry and Gifts of Deacons: The office of deacon as set forth in Scripture is one of sympathy,
witness, and service after the example of Jesus Christ. Persons of spiritual character, honest repute, or
exemplary lives, brotherly and sisterly love, warm sympathies, and sound judgment should be chosen for
this office. (Book of Order G-6.0400)
Nominating Committee: Current members of the congregation.
************************************************************************
I nominate the following individual for the office of
Elder:
because:
*********************************************
I nominate the following individual for the office of Deacon:
because:
*********************************************
I nominate the following individual to represent the congregation on the Nominating Committee:
because:
*********************************************
Signature Required____________________________
September 2013
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Praise God for another successful summer at The Day Camp at Plum Creek! We had
62 campers filling 106 slots this year, a terrific staff and fabulous volunteers! We
would like to share with you some of the comments/feedback received from the
campers and their families. We distributed a short survey and below is a compilation
of responses:
What was your child’s favorite part of the week?
-Rock wall, zip line (6), prisoner dodgeball, crafts, outside activities, Veggie Tales, water day, low
ropes, every day, obstacle course, mountain boarding
What did you appreciate the most about the camping experience your child had?
-Variety of activities
-Kind counselors and staff
-My children learning about Jesus and the Bible in their age group and in a fun way. The safety of
the children and the love that is expressed
-That they learn about God with their peers
-He enjoyed it and looked forward to going each day
-She enjoyed herself and made a lot of friends
-Location and the friendly and experienced staff
-They were both taken good care of and not ignored
-They stayed active all day and learned about Jesus and the Bible
-Having fun together
-Do you believe that this camping experience was different than any other camp experience and if
so, in what way?
-Bible study and crafts
-Nicely organized, great staff, rallies to start and end the day, positive atmosphere
-Yes, I wanted my children to go to a camp run by Christians who would teach them about God.
-Plenty of kids his age to interact with
-Yes..the zipline and climbing tower, has less kids in groups and more one-on-one time
-Location; friendly staff; physical activity AND crafts, ratio of staff and kids
-Everyone is nice. It’s a small group and my boys like that a lot. Everyone is FAB! (staff). Thank
you all!
What would you like us to differently for future camps and what one element would you like to see
added to camp?
-My son stated “I wouldn’t change a thing.”
-Great as it is. Add a waterslide
-Add a climbing cargo net on a hill where a team would have to tell you where to go
-More question and answer about scripture with the kids. More weeks-Entire summer camp!
-Nothing-it is good. Already a nice variety
-Happy with how it is now. Add more water play
-Add plays for kids to act out
-Maybe do different songs-songs that maybe have current music/songs in them so kids are more
interested and know the music
-More games like Four Square

Check out the website at www.daycampatplumcreek.org for pictures of all the fun!
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Session (Elders - E)
Jeff Burnett (a)
Laura Campbell (b)
Karen Delo (b)
Bill Gibson (b)
Rodney Horner (a)
Gloria Mayo (a)
Jeff Mueller (a)
Ed Ray (a)
Sam Shaneyfelt (a)
Ed Smith (a)
Al Tresco (a)
Larry Wood (clerk)
Open
Open

Deacons (D)
Linda Bartley (a)
Pat Croyle (a)
Keith Donnell (a)
Jeremy Ewing (a)
Sheri Gibson (a)
Doris Hedeen (a)
Susan Horner (a)
Nancy Mayo (a)
Lucy Ofstun (a)
Dave Plance (a)
Nathan Polacek (a)
Nancy Slater (a)
Emily Szitas (a)
Sharon VanLemmeren (a)
Open
Open

Building, Grounds and
Finance Committee
Don Campbell
Jim Delo
Keith Donnell (D)
Bill Gibson (E)
John Hedeen
Marty Holmes
Al Tresco (chair) (E)

Jeff Burnett (E)
Bonnie Caliendo
Laura Campbell (chair) (E)
Sandy Cole
Susan Horner (D)
Gaye Mallisee
Dea Wingard
Lynn Wolfe

Christian Education

Nominating Committee

Linda Bartley (D)
Rodney Horner (E)
Gloria Mayo (E)
Alexis Peifer
Carolyne Ressler
Sam Shaneyfelt (chair)(E)
Janet Wood

Bill Gibson (chair) (E)
Karen Ewing
Nancy Mayo (D)
Rick Ofstun
Stephanie Plance

Evangelism
Bonnie Caliendo
Joe Delo
Jeremy Ewing (D)
Jeff Mueller (E)
Ed Ray (E)
Ed Smith (E)
Larry Sturchio
Marilyn Sturchio

Personnel
Gloria Mayo (chair) (E)
John Thompson
Emily Szitas (D)
Al Tresco (E)

Stewardship
Laura Burnett
Ed Ray (chair) (E)
Ed Smith (E)

Worship and Music
Laura Burnett
Karen Delo (chair) (E)
Rick Ofstun
Joy Smith

Financial Review
Committee

Pastor Nominating
Committee

Jenny Caliendo
David Nesbit (chair)
Mary Ann Racki

Laura Campbell
Jamie Donnell
Dave Plance
Tim Mayo
Ed Smith (chair)
Larry Sturchio
Emily Szitas
Larry Wood

Memorial
Dave Plance (D)
Al Tresco (chair) (E)
Elaine Tresco
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