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September 2011  
Worship Schedule 

 
 

September 4, 2011 – 10 a.m. 
“God's Approved Worker” 

Rev. Brenda Barnes  
 
 

September 11, 2011 – 10 a.m. 
Sunday School Kick Off 

Baptism 
“Let's Roll” 

Rev. Brenda Barnes  
 
 

September 18, 2011 – 10 a.m. 
 “You Can't Hide” 

Rev. Brenda Barnes  
 
 

September 25, 2011 – 10 a.m. 
Blood Drive 

"Sure and Certain" 
Rev. Brenda Barnes  

 
 
 

      
The Presbyterian Church of 
            Plum Creek 
 
 
  550 Center-New Texas Road 
  Pittsburgh, PA  15239 
  secretary@plumcreekchurch.com 
  www.plumcreekchurch.com 
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The Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek publishes The Caller monthly (with the exception of July and 
August).  If you have an item to contribute, please email it to secretary@plumcreekchurch.com  or 
place it in The Caller mailbox in the church office.  To submit a newspaper or magazine article to be 
reprinted in The Caller, include the name and date of the newspaper or magazine where the article was 
originally published.  The deadline for all articles is the 15th of the month . Please provide 
submissions in computer-ready (WORD 2002 or text) f ormat when possible.  Thanks! 

 

 

Church Address:         Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek 

                 550 Center-New Texas Road 
                  Pittsburgh, PA  15239 
 
  
Office Phone Number:        (412) 793-4525 
 
E-mail Address:           secretary@plumcreekchurch.com 
 
Office Hours:            Monday – Friday,  

                 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
Minister              Reverend Brenda Barnes 
 
Director of Educational       Meredith Hedeen 
Ministries 
 
Director of Youth Ministries    Tori Campbell 
  
Worship Services         Sundays at 10:00 a.m.        
                  
Sunday School Classes      Sundays 8:45 a.m.  
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Dear Friends – 
 
One of the greatest frustrations in life can be try ing to share and put into 
words a spiritual experience that you had and wish others could have had 
alongside you. That is my dilemma as I return this week from my 
recuperative period. While my time away was filled with many different 
occasions and events (some not so exciting!), toget her they served to be 
God’s vehicle for recreation and new energy for min istry and life. There is 
no way to explain all that this time has meant to m e, nor would it be fair to 
expect you to understand it the same way I do.  
 
However, I want to thank you for YOUR role in the r enewed energy and joy I 
now experience as a result of these important weeks  away. Pastoral 
ministry is a lifestyle that is all consuming and d epleting. You, my friends, 
have re-filled me with your care of me and Don thro ugh your cards, emails, 
fruit baskets, yummy treats, visits, phone calls, a nd especially, your 
prayers. I rejoice that God has called us to this p lace together and that we 
are fulfilled in the role that the Lord has given u s to love one another even 
as He loves us. Being in the reversed role of care- receiver for a time 
reminded me that I need to be a better receiver tha n giver because others 
are blessed by their giving. This is such a difficu lt place to be – 
uncomfortable and not at all easy – but the rewards  are great! Thank you 
for your loving service to me and Don. 
 
As we enter into our new ministerial season togethe r, there are many 
opportunities to grow, to serve, to listen, to stud y, and to “be” the 
congregation of PCPC. The Session hopes that you wi ll find some new 
ministry that will pique an interest in you to grow  your relationship with the 
Lord and with one another. Let us enjoy it together … 
 
Renewed and enthusiastic about what the Lord is doi ng, I am privileged to 
share the journey with you! 
 
    In His Love, 
 
 
    Pastor Brenda 
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BIRTHDAY 

 September 4 – Maronee Delo  

If you know anyone who is 70 or older, please 
let the church office know. 

 We don’t want to miss anyone. 

WEDDING 

 Ashley Dunn and Ryan Quinton  
 July 8, 2011 

BAPTISMS 

 Elizabeth Grace Starosta June 15, 2011 

 Otis Allen Wolfe    June 19, 2011 

DEATHS 

 Robert McMahon    May 23, 2011 

 Elizabeth Grace Starosta June 15, 2011 

 William Simpson        July 4, 2011 

MEMORIAL GIFTS 

 For William Simpson 

   Mrs. Gail Young 

 For William Holmes 

   Ms. Marilyn Riedinger    

 For Robert McMahon 

   Mr. Robert Davis 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Visioning Meeting 
 September 10 

9 to 11 am (in the sanctuary).  
 

We will take this time to be in prayer  
regarding our visioning tasks and the future of PCPC. 

Please come to the sanctuary prepared to be  
in deep prayer and reflection. 
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Blood Drive : Sunday, September 25th from 9 a.m. to 12:00 noon 
 The Deacons are having their semi-annual Blood Drive once again.  We 
need your participation to make it a success.  Please consider signing up in 
September.  We will be making appointments.   Thank you for your co-operation! 

 
COMING IN SEPTEMBER 

TO THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF PLUM CREEK 
"Dave Ramsey's Financial Peace University " 

 During these difficult economic times, many of us are seeking a "proven way" to control our 
money and eliminate debt.   

 Beginning on September 14, Plum Creek will be offering "Dave Ramsey's Financial Peace 
University" at 6:30 PM on Wednesday evenings.  

 The cost per couple will be $79 which includes the class materials.  Child care will be 
provided.  This is a great opportunity that will provide an effective plan for saving, budgeting, 
and investing in a Christian manner.  13 lessons will be taught by Rev. Brenda Barnes, a 
graduate of Mr. Ramsey's class, as well as, a trained leader.  To register, please call the church 
office at 412-793-4525.  Brochures are available at the church that will explain more details of 
this wonderful and proven method of getting control of your finances.  
 

Senior Dinner Saturday Oct. 1  - The Deacons will be hosting the Senior Dinner 
on October 1, 2011.  Mark your calendars for a night of good food and entertainment.  Please 
join us for fun and fellowship!    
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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RECREATION 
 

October 5, 2011 
 

Dinner at 5:30 p.m. 
 

Concert at 6:30 p.m. 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CORNER  
 
A New Beginning 
 A new friendship, new job, new house, new Sunday School class…  The new beginnings in 
our lives can seem endless.   Facing yet another new task can be exciting and even daunting.   
Serving Christ in the many ways that He calls us often evokes the same emotions.  It is an 
awesome experience to follow the Lord wherever and however He has intended, as His 
children, who are united in the love that He so freely poured out and so painfully gave to all 
through the sacrifice of our Savior Jesus Christ.   
 As another new term of Sunday School and new faith-based activities begin, remain united in 
the love that Christ shared with all of God’s children, serving the Lord in faith-filled ways to the 
glory of God, the Creator of all, our loving Father.  It is an exciting and daunting task to do so.   
Praise the Lord for He is good, gracious, merciful to all. 
 In Him, 
 Meredith 
 Director of Educational Ministries 
 
2011-2012 Sunday School Programs  
 Even if you have not recently attended Sunday School or if you have never 
joined a PCPC class, it’s not too late to start coming!  There are so many 
different options for you, your children, or your family!  The new Sunday School 
year officially begins on September 11 , although adult classes are meeting this 
summer as well.  Please join us at 8:45AM each Sunday.   
 
Take a look at some of the choices that are availab le this fall: 

Toddlers (18-36 months) –      Wee Children at Church    
       *(begins at 9AM)  *Parents can be asked to attend as a helper on occasion. 
Preschool/Kindergarten (3-5 years) –  Wee Believe 
1st/2nd Grades –         We Believe 
3rd/4th Grades –          We Believe 
5th/6th Grades –          We Believe 
7th/8th Grades –          Faithfully Asking Questions 
9th-12th Grades –         We Believe: With All Boldness and Freedom, A  
               Survey of the New Testament 
Young Adults (20s-30s) -      Year of the Bible study 
Adults -            Year of the Bible study 
Adults -            Scripture-based discussion group 

 
 
Year of the Bible  Programs Continuing  
 If you have been participating in our endeavors to read through the entire Bible in a year, you 
have read about three quarters of the Bible!  Congratulations!  If you would like to still join in the 
Year of the Bible readings, it’s not too late.  There are still several guides available, and you can 
easily pick up with the various weekly studies.   
 Here are the various activities that are following the YOTB readings:  

Sunday School class for young adults (20s-30s age group) - 8:45AM 
Sunday School class for older adults (40s+ age group) - 8:45AM 
Sunday worship services - 10:00AM 
Wednesday afternoon study group - 1:00PM 

 



   

September 2011         Volume 22, Issue 7           Page 7 
          

 

Special Community Outreach Educational Programs  

 In an effort to include the community into our faith family more frequently, we are 
beginning to offer occasional educational seminars.  More information will follow 
about specific dates for these sessions, but here is a sneak peek into some of the programs that will be 
coming this fall. 

A Christian Approach to Addictions  – Led by Dr. Charles J. Sigler , Addictions counselor at Gateway 
Rehabilitation, Guest Lecturer at Grove City College in Religion/Social Science; Education: B.S., M.A., 
University of Pittsburgh; M.A.R., Westminster Theological Seminary; Ph.D., Oxford Graduate School. 
Hospice 101  – A seminar with information about the benefit of hospice care and how it can be accessed, 
end-of-life planning, and more; Led by Lorraine Udanis, RN; Liaison for Family Hospice and Palliative 
Care and Lillian S. Sweeney, RN, BSN; Educational Coordinator of Family Hospice and Palliative Care. 
Dealing with Grief During the Holidays  – A support group setting where information is presented about 
grief and discussion time for participants’ questions and concerns; Led by Lorraine Udanis, RN; Liaison 
for Family Hospice and Palliative Care and Erin O'Donnell, LPC, NCC, MS;  Bereavement Specialist at 
Family Hospice & Palliative Care. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Bible Sunday  
Just a reminder for families of three-year-olds and third graders…  You will be receiving 
information about Bible Sunday soon.  Please let Meredith know if your child does not receive 
this invitation for such a special event.   
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

A HUGE THANK YOU!!! 
 This year’s Vacation Bible School program was incredible!  We had 
approximately 115 children who were registered to attend, about 50-60 
volunteer helpers or leaders, and over 200 people attended the picnic.  
There was a local potter who came to teach her craft and even fire and 
glaze the kids’ creations.  Kids also learned about rock quarrying, carpentry, jewelry-making, seed 
planting, bread baking, and so much more!  The candy shop, Synagogue School, food market, Mary’s 
house and other places were popular marketplace shops as well.  Watching kids learn about Jesus’ 
childhood and life through their experiences and hands-on activities was such a valuable lesson for all 
who were involved. 
The picnic was an amazing event to watch as well!  The petting zoo, camel and pony rides, sand pit, 
singing, and potluck meal were places for church and community members alike to enjoy spending time 
together in fellowship, fun and faith.  
 Thank you SO much to everyone who donated items, volunteered time, brought children, and anyone 
else who was involved!  What an incredible blessing for all and a tremendous testimony to our Lord. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

A LOOK AHEAD 
Christmas is Coming!  
 Wow, crazy as it is to consider that Christmas is a few months away while we’re 
currently sweating out the end of summer…  It’s time to start thinking about the 
children’s Christmas program.   
 This year’s children’s program will focus on the simplicity of Jesus’ birth story, the holy 
baby in a lowly manger.  Short rehearsals will occur after worship, the starting dates for which 
will be announced in next month’s Caller.  Please look for these rehearsal dates, for sign-up 
sheets, and more!  We hope that you, your child, or your family might participate in this ministry 
opportunity. 
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SOUP SALE SUNDAY September 25 
 

 The Retreat Committee is selling Chicken Noodle and Vegetable 
Beef Soup as well as fresh baked rolls.  Proceeds help to lower the cost 
of Church Retreats. 
 
 We can always use quart jars, lids, and rings.  If you have any you can 
spare, please leave them in the kitchen by Wednesday, September 21st.  They will be much 
appreciated.  If you would like to help with the soup preparation, please join us in the church 
kitchen on either Friday, September 23rd at 9:00 AM or Saturday, September 24th at 9:00 AM.  
We will be making soup both days.  We also need assistance on Sunday, September 25th at 
7:00 AM to make the rolls and pack orders for pickup. 
 
 Please place your order form in the box in the narthex.  Please do not put your 
order form in the collection plate.  Orders are due by Sunday, September 18th 
 
 For more information about the soup sale, please call 
 Carolyne Ressler at (412) 793—9686. 

 
-    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    - 

 
SOUP ORDER FORM 

$4.00 a Quart / $1.00 bag of six fresh baked rolls 
Orders due September 18 

Pick up on Saturday, September 24 or Sunday, September 25 
 

 
Name:  ________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number:  _________________________________________ 
  

Chicken Noodle - # of quarts: ________ x $4 =  ____________ 
 

Vegetable Beef - # of quarts: ________ x $4 =  ____________ 
  
Fresh Baked Rolls (6 per bag) - # of bags: ________ x $1 = ____________ 
 

         Total Due $ ____________
        

 
I will pick up my order: A)  _______  Saturday afternoon 2 pm – 3 pm 

 B)  _______  Sunday morning after 10 am service 
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YOUR MISSION DOLLARS AT WORK 
 

 Pray for the Plum Food Pantry which is committed to providing individuals and families in 
Plum Borough with nutritional food and grocery products.  The Pantry works with the Greater 
Pittsburgh Food Bank and local schools, churches, scout troops and the US Post Office to 
collect food, paper products, and personal care items for distribution to those in need. 

 
Church Board/Committee Members 

 
Session 
Dave Anderson 
Bonnie Caliendo 
Don Campbell 
Laura Campbell 
Jim Delo 
Karen Delo 
Dave Forrest 
Bill Gibson 
Beth Kist 
Jim Nesbit 
Rick Ofstun 
Ed Ray 
Ed Smith 
Al Tresco 
Larry Wood (clerk) 
 
 
Deacons 
Linda Bartley 
Clyde Bradley 
Laura Burnett 
Keith Donnell 
Wilma Elicker 
Jeremy Ewing 
Barbara Grossi 
Doris Hedeen 
Lois Holmes 
Marty Holmes 
Sharon Lasser 
Nancy Mayo 
Mary Jo Nesbit 
Donna Pellegrino 
Dave Plance 
Bonnie Redlich 
Larry Sturchio 
Lorraine Udanis 
 
 
 

Audit  
Jenny Caliendo 
David Nesbit 
Mary Ann Racki 
 
Building, Grounds and 
Finance Committee 
Tim Arnold 
Don Campbell 
Jim Delo 
John Hedeen 
Marty Holmes 
Al Tresco 
 
Christian Education 
Linda Bartley 
Laura Campbell 
Beth Kist 
Lucy Ofstun 
Alexis Peifer 
Janet Wood 
 
Evangelism 
Bonnie Caliendo 
Joe Delo 
Jeremy Ewing 
Bill Gibson 
Ed Smith 
Larry Sturchio 
Marilyn Sturchio 
 
Memorial 
Jim Nesbit 
Carolyn Nonnenberg 
Dave Plance 
Al Tresco 
Elaine Tresco 
 
 
 

Mission 
Laura Campbell 
Sandy Cole 
Sheri Gibson 
Gaye Mallisee 
Donna Pellegrino 
Ed Ray 
Linda Stotler 
Lynn Wolfe 
 
Nominating Committee 
Karen Delo 
Albert Durante 
Gary Lasser 
Carolyn Nonnenberg 
Dave Plance 
Emily Szitas 
Larry Wood 
 
Personnel 
Beth Kist 
John Thompson 
Al Tresco 
Ron Wolfe 
 
Stewardship 
Laura Burnett 
Dave Forest 
Ed Ray 
Ed Smith 
 
Worship and Music 
Deb Caruso 
Karen Delo 
Ashley Dunn 
Dave Forrest 
Gloria Mayo 
Rick Ofstun 
Joy Smith
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