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June Worship Schedule 
 

Keep Your Head Up! 
Text: Col. 2:8 

Dr. Lolla, preaching 
10 a.m. 

June 7, 2009 
 

Mind over Matter 
Text: Col. 3:2 

Dr. Lolla, preaching 
10 a.m. 

June 14, 2009 
 

Popcorn and Soda 
Text. Col. 3:12 

Dr. Lolla, preaching 
10 a.m. 

June 21, 2009 
 

Life – The Movie 
Text: Phil. 1:21 

Dr. Lolla, preaching  
10 a.m. 

June 28, 2009 
Sacrament of Communion Observed 
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Worship the Focus of June Sermons  
 Dr. Lolla will be exploring the experience of Christian worship in 
a four-part sermon series during the month of June.  The first topic, 
Keep Your Head Up! will explore the object of worship using the 
text from Col. 2:8 as the focal point of the subject.  The second 
week, Dr. Lolla will explore the appeal of worship, relying upon 
Col. 3:2 as the primary Bible passage for instruction.  During the 
third week, the sermon will discuss the affects of culture upon 
worship, again turning to Paul’s Letter to the Colossians for 
instruction, chapter 3, verse 12.  The last week, Life – The Movie 
will address the daily experience of a worship life around Paul’s 
declaration from the first chapter of his Letter to the Philippians, 
verse 21. 
 Worship forms the heart of the Christian life.  Yet it is often 
misunderstood, particularly from the perspective of Reformed life 
and practice.  Dr. Lolla will be turning to John Calvin for guidance 
in presenting a Reformed view of worship for Plum Creek and her 
friends. 
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           The Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek publishes The Caller monthly (with the exception of July 
and August).  If you have an item to contribute, please email it to secretary@plumcreekchurch.com  
or place it in The Caller mailbox in the church office.  To submit a newspaper or magazine article to be 
reprinted in The Caller, include the name and date of the newspaper or magazine where the article was 
originally published.  To submit an editorial be sure to include your name.  The deadline for all articles 
is the 15th of the month . Please provide submissions in computer-ready (WORD 2002 or text) 
format when possible.  Thanks! 

 

Church Address:         Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek 

                 550 Center-New Texas Road 
                  Pittsburgh, PA  15239 
 
  
Office Phone Number:        (412) 793-4525 
 
E-mail Address:           secretary@plumcreekchurch.com 
 
Office Hours:            Monday – Friday,  

                 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
Minister:              Dr. John J. Lolla 
 
 
Praise & Worship Team Leader/ 
Children's Choir Director:      Kathy Grabigel 
 
Director of Educational       Andrea Hall 
Ministries  
  
 
Organist              Kathy Novak 
 
 
Worship Services:         Sundays at 10:00 a.m.        
         
                 
Sunday School Classes:      Sundays this summer at 9 a.m. (starting 6/14/09)  
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Letter from Reverend Lolla – Summer 2009 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
 Plum Creek is the 31st largest congregation of 148 congregations in Pittsburgh Presbytery.  This is 
about where we stood a decade ago.  Our per member contributions have risen, primarily as the 
session has removed from the active rolls those church members who have not made a known financial 
contribution during the past two years, and there is no record of church attendance during the same 
period of time.  While we received 12 new members in 2009, we lost 46 members to inactivity.  We are 
larger than congregations such as the First Presbyterian Church of Pittsburgh, Bower Hill Community 
and Sunset Hills United Presbyterian Churches in Mt. Lebanon, Sharon Community Presbyterian 
Church in Coraopolis, and Hiland Presbyterian Church in Perrysville.  Eleven churches closed the past 
five years. 
 As we participate in the Crabtree Survey, our perceptions about the fellowship we share will be 
compared with other congregations throughout the presbytery who have also participated in the survey.  
A national data base is being developed about congregation life that will help us to understand our 
particular sense of mission within the wider context of American Christianity. 
 This is an interesting time for Plum Creek.  During the past six years we have significantly expanded 
our outreach to the wider community through our dramatic ministries (i.e. Resurrection! and Believe!), 
our summer Praise in the Pavilion, our telecasts of Beth Moore and Focus on the Family programs, the 
publishing of The Creek Runs Deep, and the Day Camp at Plum Creek.  More people from outside our 
congregation are learning about Christ’s mission here than ever before.  Yet our worship attendance 
has fallen by 25% from earlier years. 
 We are experiencing a national trend in declining worship attendance.  This spring’s Gallup Poll is 
the first time there has been a significant drop in the number of Americans who identify with 
Christianity.  Our national culture’s affect upon Christian faith is accelerating. 
 When we look at our confirmation results, there is some hope in the continuing participation of 
recent confirmands in the Church’s mission.  The restoration of Reach as a summer outreach coupled 
with staffing of the Day Camp have engaged more young Plum Creekers in Jesus Christ’s outreach.  
But the facts remain, we are working extremely hard to raise our profile in the Plum community – 
beyond that of many congregations our size.  Yet we are looking for more evident fruit. 
 Although some believe the future generation of Christians will be reached through new forms of 
worship with increased visual effects, there is little data to indicate that such a limited view will produce 
long-lasting fruit.  Visual effects are no substitute for one to one relationships in which faith in Christ is 
shared, God’s Word is explored, prayers are uttered for one another, and a helping hand is offered to 
those in need.  Worship is more than passive observation – it is the active engagement of faith in life.   
 As you enter this summer -  consider that coming to worship is just one step in living the life of faith.  
Living each day as a prayer to God engages your entire schedule in worship each day of the year.  
Those congregations that are experiencing fruit that lasts are fellowships where each church member is 
exploring the adventure of daily worship through being missionaries for Jesus Christ!  Enthusiasm for 
Christ is the focus of their schedule. 
     
       
 

Yours in Christ, 
       
 
      Jack Lolla 
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BIRTHDAYS 

  JUNE  7  Florence Lott 
     25  Jim Doyle 
 
  JULY  10  Robert Berringer 

14   Twila Barnhart 
30  Jean Manzuk 

 
AUG.  4  Howard Edwards 

7    Clyde Bradley 
14    Dorothy Nesbit 

If you know anyone who is 70 or older, please 
let the church office know.  We don’t want to 
miss anyone’s birthday! 

 
 

BAPTISMS 
Benjamin Mueller    April 19, 2009 
 
Anna Hedeen     April 26, 2009 

 
DEATHS 

Mary and Charles Egli III  April 25, 2009 (Funeral) 
 
John Brown      April 24, 2009 
 

  
 
 
Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ! 
 
It’s summertime!!!! The sun is shining, the birds are singing, the kids are smiling, and the parents are 
grumbling. To anyone in school, summer means three months of freedom. Children are especially 
excited about the prospect of summer, because the possibilities seem so endless, and three months 
seems like such a long time! Summer is certainly a time of fun, rest, and rejuvenation. 
  
This year, for the first time in my life, I don’t have the summer off. I never realized how much I took that 
three-month sabbath for granted. Despite the fact that my summers were usually jam-packed with all 
different kinds of activities, I never really understood how important it was for me to have time for 
something other than school or work. 
  
I started to think about the concept of “summer” and how it affects our culture and lives. In spite of the 
fact that summer breaks were originally designed to allow children to work on the family farm, we have 
kept the tradition (for the most part). Some schools have been experimenting with “year-round” school, 
where children go to school for three months and then take a month off. I don’t know what studies have 
shown regarding classroom performance, but I can say that I am a firm believer in summer. That long 
break makes it possible for a different kind of learning to occur. 
  
I remember long summer days very well and with fondness. I remember riding my bike and swimming 
and baseball games and ice cream cones. I remember running through sprinklers and catching 
lightning bugs and playing flashlight tag in the dark. I remember picnics and watermelon and corn on 
the cob and picking strawberries and amusement parks and oceans. When I think back on my 
childhood summers, these are the things that I remember the most, and I bet that many of you 
remember similar things. These memories stand out to me much more than my school memories do. 
Those summers were long and glorious, and while they were most certainly filled with fun and 
relaxation, they were also filled with the kind of learning that you can’t get in school. Science class 
doesn’t hold a candle to planting and caring for a garden and watching it grow from seed to fruit. I never 
got as much exercise in gym class as I got during the summer! And, while learning about government 
and sociology is very important, you wouldn’t believe what I learned about how to get along with my 
neighbors when forming teams for an all-summer-long game of capture the flag. And, of course, when 
you’re reading on the beach or under a tree, the literature always sinks in just a bit more. 
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So, while we may not typically think about summer as being a time of learning, it certainly is just that. 
Summers off are important to children, because although they might not be helping out on the family 
farm any longer, they are helping to prepare a different kind of crop. When I did a word search to see 
what the Bible has to say about “summer,” I found that it usually referred to harvesting and gathering 
crops or to “summer fruit.” The Scriptures mention how wise it is to harvest the fruit in the summer in 
order to store it up for the winter. So, my question to all of us is: what crop are we going to prepare this 
summer? What kind of fruit will we harvest and save for the future? 
  
Although summers are a time of rest and rejuvenation, they are also a busy time. There are sporting 
events, weekend trips, vacations, visiting family, camps, and conferences. At the church, we have no 
shortage of events. We’ve got Vacation Bible School, the Day Camp at Plum Creek, Guys and Grills, 
Small Groups for youth, the REACH mission trip, Summer Sunday School, and much, much more. I 
hope that there will be plenty of opportunities for your family to relax and recharge this summer. I also 
hope that there will be plenty of opportunities for you to harvest the summer fruit. Jesus tells us that no 
branch can bear fruit by itself. If we want to bear fruit, we must remain in Him. He has chosen us to 
bear fruit--fruit that will last. (John 15) Let’s make this summer one in which we all bear lasting summer 
fruit. 
  
Blessings, 
Andrea Hall 
Director of Educational Ministries 
 
 
 
 

We will be honoring our graduates on Sunday, June 7! If you know of 
a church member or friend who is graduating from high school, college, 
trade school, graduate school, etc., please e-mail Andrea at 
christianed@plumcreekchurch.com. We want to make sure that we 

recognize all of our graduates for their hard work and give them our 
blessings for the future. 

  
 
 
 
 
On Sunday, June 7, our Sunday School classes will be participating in a Mission Marathon  to benefit 
East End Cooperative Ministries’ Children and Youth Programs. See Andrea or Nancy Slater for all of 
the details or for a registration form. All are welcome to sponsor our kids to run the race! We will also be 
selling hoagies. Watch the bulletin for details. 
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Summer Sunday School  will begin on June 14. We will be meeting at 9:00 
a.m. every Sunday. We have an exciting new curriculum, and it’s sure to be a 

great way to make sure that your brains don’t turn to mush over the summer! 
See Andrea for more details and a registration form, and plan to continue 
learning about Jesus all summer long! 

  
 
 
 
 

Vacation Bible School  will be held June 15-19! Registration forms are available from Andrea or 
on the VBS bulletin board. Fill yours out and return it so that you can join us for our wild adventure at 
SonRock Kids Camp! 

  
In order to transform the church into SonRock Kids Camp for Vacation Bible School, we would like to 
borrow the following: tents, artificial Christmas trees, and any other camping equipment that you might 
have (inflatable rafts, canoes, etc.). If you would be willing to let us borrow any of these items, please 
contact Andrea at the church office or at christianed@plumcreekchurch.com in order to 
make arrangements with her. Please do not drop items off without first making 
arrangements! Also, please make sure that your name is clearly marked on your 
item so that it can be returned to you. In addition, we will be asking for donations of 
food and craft items. Watch the bulletin for more details. Thank you in advance! 
 
 

 
 
 

It’s Not Too Late to Register Your Kids for the Day Camp at Plum Creek!!! 
 

The Day Camp at Plum Creek opens on June 29!  There’s still time to register your kids if you 
haven’t done so already.  Registrations will be accepted up through the first day of each week of camp.  
You won’t want your kids or grandkids to miss out on all the fun and excitement this year!  Come 
experience “The Good Life…Faith, Fun, and Friends,” at the Day Camp at Plum Creek.  This year’s 
curriculum emphasizes the scripture verses 1 Peter 3: 8-12 and 1 Peter 4: 12- 15, discussing the 
problems that plagued Peter while he was on earth. 

The camp opens with a morning rally at 8:00 a.m. and closes with an afternoon rally 4:15 – 4:45 
p.m.   In between these times, campers experience a low-ropes course, a slip and slide, mountain 
boarding, a zip line, and a 40 foot climbing tower.  Campers participate in adventure elements as well 
as arts & crafts, team sports, Bible study, drama, Praise & Worship, faith stories, nature education, and 
more. 

The day camp runs for four consecutive weeks this year:  the weeks of June 29, July 6, July 13, 
and July 20, 2009.  Children can register for any or all weeks of camp.  The Day Camp at Plum Creek 
also serves as an alternative to day care for working parents.   

The day camp is open to any elementary aged child (grade 1 - 6) who would like to attend.  The 
cost is $100 / child / week.   
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Strawberry Festival 2009 
  

This year’s Strawberry Festival will take place on Friday, June 12th from 4 pm – 7 pm.  There will be 
lots of food including barbeque sandwiches, hot dogs, drinks, fudge, and plenty of strawberries, cake, 
and ice cream available.  The festivities will take place in the fellowship hall.  There will be no charge 
for refreshments but a free will offering will be taken.  So mark your calendars, invite your neighbors, 
and plan on joining us for another evening of fun, fellowship, and food at the Annual Strawberry 
Festival.  For more information, contact either Carolyne R. Ressler or any member of the Day Camp 
Board.  See you there! 

 
 

MISSION OUTREACH 
 

HAVE A COMPUTER?  WILLING TO TRY A NEW SEARCH ENGINE??  Yahoo has teamed up with 
GoodSearch.com (featured in the NY Times, The Wall Street Journal, CNN, etc.) to donate a penny to 
Tri-City Life Center every time you search the web using its engine.  Using this free service will help to 
support this pregnancy and family resource center located in Lower Burrell.   
Tri-City Life Center, which has been in existence since 1997, is a faith-based organization with the 
express intention of helping young pregnant women.   Plum Creek has supported this organization 
during their Baby Bottle Campaign and also through donations of money and numerous baby items.   
Won’t you help to continue our support of this worthwhile organization by adding this site to your 
Favorites?  If you prefer, you can visit www.tri-citylifecenter.org and create a link to GoodSearch on 
your home page. 
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      THANKS to all who participated in the Flower Sale on May 9th and 10th.  We hope 
that you enjoy your purchases.  The proceeds from this sale are going to go to the "Make Up the 
Difference" stewardship campaign.  THANKS again!    
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